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Authentic materials andminimalist silhouettes
combine in Dixon’s striking bathroom lights
The old adage ‘if you can’t find something you like, design your
own’ is true of Tom Dixon’s new range of lights. ‘When we’ve
designed bathrooms for hotels, it has been hard to find anything
waterproof thathas abit of character,’ he explains. ‘Wewanted to
make something functional but also decorative that would add
oomph.’ The result was three lights: ‘Stone Wall’ (right), carved
from white morwad marble (‘There is a marble ring around the
bulb,whichplaysontheideaoffloating; it looks likeamagictrick’);
‘Plane Surface’, which consists of two interlocked square brass-
platedsteel framesaroundaglass sphere; andtheaward-winning
‘Spot Surface’ (far right), which has a thick glass lens designed to
refract the light of the LEDs. ‘I like to take elements that already
existandexaggeratethem–inthiscase,anoptical lens,’ saysDixon,
as he quips about polishing his ELLEDecoration British Design
Award.Thedesignerhasbeenexperimentingwithlights for longer
than he can remember. ‘I realised very early on that people were
happy tobe less conservativewith lighting thanwithother forms
ofdesign,soitbecameavehicleforexpressingideasandmateriality,’
herecalls.Today,heconsiders lightingasoneof themost ‘forward
movingtypologiesininteriordesign’.Nextup,he’llbeexperimenting
with ‘electroanalogue’ lightsthatcelebrateelementssuchascircuit
boards and transformers. tomdixon.net➤

Hickman’s exquisite colour combinations and
elegant lines create a feeling of harmony
Since she set up her practice in London’s Notting Hill in 2014,
interiordesignerFranHickmanhasgarneredareputationforher
useofcleanlinesandstrikingcolours.There’sGoop’spop-upshop
onWestbourneGrovedecorated inapaletteof lightgoldanddeep
blue; the show apartment atWhite City’s TelevisionCentrewith
animal prints, rattan and a dark aubergine living room; and the
Notting Hill townhouse that has a statement staircase (above)
inspired by Barbara Hepworth’s curving Pelagos sculpture. ‘We
wanted to keep the stairs light, with a simple play on materials.
They reveal vistas of the house you might not ordinarily see,’
explainsHickman,whois ‘absolutelythrilled’atwinninganELLE
Decoration British Design Award. Her current projects include
Locket’s wine bar at the Smithsons’ Economist Plaza in London
(‘Thebriefwas that thespaceshould feelquite feminine,which is
interesting for a Brutalist building in a characteristically male
neighbourhood,’ saysHickman). Then there’s theEastHampton
homeofstylistElizabethSaltzman,designedbyarchitectRichard
Meier for her parents. ‘It was decorated in full 1960sMaximalist
style, and Meier is known for his strict Rationalism – the two
aestheticsmakethehousereallyspecial,’ saysHickman. ‘Over the
years, its look has been watered down, so we’re taking it back to
howElizabeth remembers it as a child.’ franhickman.com
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